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SACERDOTALISM 
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CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 


Many  persons  in  the  Chnrch  of  England  hold  a sacerdotal 
doctrine  of  which  the  following  are  chief  points  : — 

1.  The  prelates  of  the  Church  of  England  are  successors 
to  the  Apostles  from  whom  they  have  descended  in  an 
unbroken  succession,  and  from  whom  they  have  received 
apostolic  authority. 

To  the  Apostles  Christ  gave  a plentitude  of  power,  a 
power  of  giving  the  Holy  Ghost  in  confirmation,  and  of 
giving  His  grace  in  the  collation  of  holy  orders,  a power  of 
jurisdiction  and  authority  to  govern  the  Church.  And 
this  power  was  not  temporary,  but  successive  and 
perpetual ; so  that  the  successors  of  the  Apostles  had  the 
same  right  that  the  Apostles  themselves  had" — Bishop 
Taylor. 

“ Bishops  are  appointed  to  succeed  the  Apostles,  and  like 
them  to  stand  in  Christ’s  place,  and  exercise  His  kingly, 
priestly,  and  prophetic  office  over  their  flocks.  They  stand 
in  God’s  and  Christ’s  stead  over  their  flocks.  The  clergy 
as  well  as  the  people  are  to  be  subject  to  them  as  to  the 
vice-gerents  of  our  Lord.’’ — Dr.  Hickes. 

“ The  prelates  who  at  this  present  time  rule  the  churches 
of  these  realms  were  validly  ordained  by  others,  who  by 
means  of  an  unbroken  spiritual  descent  of  ordination, 
derived  their  mission  from  the  Apostles,  and  from  our 
Lord.  There  is  not  a bishop,  priest,  or  deacon  among  us 
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who  cannot,  if  he  please,  trace  his  own  spiritual  descent  from 
St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul.” — -Dr.  Hook. 

2.  Each  prelate  receives  God  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the 
prelates  who  consecrate  him,  when  one  of  them  says, 

“ Eeceive  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work  of  a 
bishop,  now  committed  to  thee  by  the  imposition  of  our 
hands ; and  remember  that  thou  stir  up  the  grace  of  God 
which  is  given  thee  by  this  imposition  of  our  hands  .” 

3.  Each  priest  of  the  Church  of  England  receives  God 
the  Spirit  from  the  prelate  who  ordains  him;  when  the 
prelate  says  in  the  words  of  the  Prayer  Book,  “ Eeceive 
the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work  of  a priest,  now 
committed  to  thee  by  the  imposition  of  our  hands  ; whose 
sins  thou  dost  forgive  they  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins 
thou  dost  retain  they  are  retained.” 

4 Each  child  baptized  receives  God  the  Spirit  from  the 
priest  at  its  baptism.  At  which  time  it  is  “ regenerated 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,”  and  becomes  “ a member  of  Christ, 
a child  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

5.  Each  boy  or  young  man  receives  God  the  -Spirit  from 
the  prelate  who  confirms  him,  when  the  prelate  lays  his 
hand  upon  his  head,  saying,  “ Defend,  0 Lord,  this  thy 
servant  with  thy  heavenly  grace,  that  he  may  continue 
thine  for  ever,  and  daily  increase  in  thy  Holy  Spirit  more 
and  more.” 

6.  The  memorial  of  the  death  of  Christ  which  the  priests 
make  in  the  Lord’s  supper  is  a sacrifice  which  they  offer 
to  God. 

7.  Each  communicant  receives  Christ  himself  into  his 
mouth  when  he  eats  the  bread  over  which  the  priest  has 
said,  “ This  is  my  body;”  because  the  bread  thus  becomes  the 
body  of  Christ. 

8.  The  priests  may  hear  confessions  and  give  absolution. 

This  doctrine  teaches  that  ungodly  men  in  the  succes- 
sion, whether  prelates  or  priests,  are  ministers  of  Christ, 
possess  His  Spirit,  and  teach  by  His  authority ; that 
sinners  are  justified  not  by  faith,  but  baptism ; that 
regeneration  is  effected  not  by  the  operation  of  the  Word  of 

God,  but  by  water ; and  that  men  receive  Christ  not  by  i 
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Teceiving  the  Gospel,  but  by  receiving  a piece  of  bread.  It 
leads  ungodly  and  unconverted  children  to  think  that  they 
are  members  of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and  inheritors  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  when  they  are  in  fact  unregenerate, 
alienated  from  God,  dead  in  sins  and  children  of  wrath.  It 
makes  ungodly  and  unconverted  persons  think  that  they 
have  received  God  the  Spirit  a second  time,  because  a 
prelate,  who  may  be  himself  an  ungodly  and  unconverted 
■man,  has  put  his  hands  upon  their  heads  and  said  a 
prayer  over  them.  It  persuades  unconverted  offenders 
that  they  have  been  forgiven  by  God,  because  they 
have  confessed  their  sins  to  a priest,  and  he  has  absolved 
them ; and  it  tempts  ungodly  and  unconverted  com- 
municants to  imagine  that  they  obtain  eternal  life  by  eating 
a bit  of  bread  ; because  the  priest  has  taught  them  that  the 
bread  is  Christ  himself,  and  Christ  has  said  “ whoso  eateth 
my  flesh,  and  drinkefch  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life.  He  that 
^eateth  me  shall  live  by  me.” 

To  save  those  who  are  in  danger  of  eternal  death  from 
this  fatal  doctrine,  every  one  who  knows  the  Lord  Jesus 
should  preach  him,  appealing  from  prelates  and  priests,  from 
-churches  and  from  fathers,  to  the  Word  of  God ; and  by 
calling  men  everywhere  to  seek  salvation  by  faith  in  Jesus 
should  endeavour  to  banish  these  Bomish  superstitions 
from  this  Protestant  land.  But  leaving  other  mischievous 
■effects  of  this  sacerdotal  doctrine  out  of  sight,  I wish  to 
confine  my  attention  at  present  to  two.  The  Anglo-Catholic 
priests  of  our  day  appear  to  have  two  dominant  aims.  One 
is  to  absorb  the  Dissenters ; and  the  other  is  to  reunite 
the  Church  of  England  with  the  Church  of  Borne.  On  both 
these  points  I will  cite  their  own  words,  with  some  expres- 
sions of  the  prayer  book  which  appear  to  countenance  them. 

THE  TWO  MAIN  OBJECTS  OF  THE  ANGLO-CATHOLIC  PEIESTS. 

1.  The  first  wish  of  the  Anglo  Catholic  priests  is  to 
absorb  Dissenters  as  schismatics  who  are  excluded  from 
the  Church  of  Christ.  Our  exclusion  is  made  out  in  the 
following  manner  : — 

“ A sacrament  is  an  outward  and  visible  sign  of  aa 
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inward  and  spiritual  grace,  given  unto  us,  ordained  by 
Christ  himself,  as  a means  whereby  we  may  receive  the 
same .” — Catechism.  “The  inward  and  spiritual  grace  in 
baptism  is  a death  unto  sin,  and  a new  birth  unto  righteous- 
ness ; for,  being  by  nature  born  in  sin  and  children  of  wrath, 
we  are  hereby  made  the  children  of  grace?  When  the 
unregenerate  child  is  brought  to  be  baptized  the  priest 
after  sprinkling  him  with  water,  says  “We  receive  this 
child  into  the  congregation  of  Christ’s  flock and  then 
adds,  “ We  yield  thee  hearty  thanks  most  merciful  Father 
that  it  hath  pleased  thee  to  regenerate  this  infant  with  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  to  receive  him  for  thine  own  child  by  adoption, 
and  to  incorporate  him  unto  thy  Holy  Church After 
which  the  young  member  of  the  Church  is  directed  by  the 
catechism  to  say,  that  in  his  baptism,  “he  was  made  a member 
of  Christ , a child  of  Cod , and  an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom 
of  heaven .” 

In  the  opinion  of  Anglo-Catholics,  the  Church  of  Christ 
is  composed  of  all  who  have  thus  been  baptized  by  the 
priests. 

Listen  to  their  statements. 

“ The  Church  is  a system  whose  purpose  is  the  reunion 
of  men  with  God.  This  union  is  only  effected  through 
those  means  by  which  spiritual  gifts  are  conveyed  to  men. 

These  means  are  the  sacraments.  Such  a union  is  in  most 
cases,  and  at  the  first,  independent  and  irrespective  of  any 
exercise  of  the  intellect  on  the  part  of  the  person  brought 
into  union,  but  is  by  means  of  the  gift  of  God  in  Christ’s 
own  appointed  way,  holy  baptism.  That  sacrament  is  the- 
means  of  conferring  on  the  recipient  a new  and  spiritual 
life,  similar  to  the  natural  life  into  which  every  infant 
enters  at  birth,  so  that  it  is  called  regeneration,  or  the  new 
birth.” — The  Church  and  the  World , 183. 

“ The  Church  is  the  body  of  persons  possessing  this  life, 
and,  consequently,  wholly  distinct  from  the  world  with- 
out.”— Ib. 

Dissenters  are  further  excluded  from  the  Church  of 
Christ  whether  they  have  been  baptized  by  priests  or  not, 
because  they  are  separated  from  the  bishop  who  is  Christ’s  4 
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: representative  upon  the  earth,  and  so  are  separated  from 
Christ  himself. 

Again,  let  us  hear  their  words. 

“He  appointed  his  disciples  to  be  apostles  with  a 
power  to  transmit  their  commission  to  others.  Without 
this  commission  no  acts  are  valid,  no  ordinances  have  any 
assurance  of  grace  attached  to  them.  The  episcopate  and 
priesthood  is  not  only  a form  of  Church  government,  hut 
the  only  one  of  divine  appointment,  the  only  one  which 
has  the  promise  of  grace  attached  to  it.  The  body  is 
dependent  upon  the  ministry.” — lb.  184. 

“ Union  and  communion  with  the  Church  is  Absolutely 
necessary  for  union  and  communion  with  Christ  .” — lb.  184. 

“ Persons  are  received  into  communion  with  the  Church 
in  order  to  union  with  Christ.” 

“ This  communion  is  effected  by  a communication  of  a 
spiritual  gift,  an  actual  bestowal  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
the  ministration  of  the  Church’s  ordinances.  Thus  com- 
munion with  the  Church  implies  union  with  Christ.” — lb. 

“ Where  orders  are  not  valid,  there  can  be  no  branch  of 
the  Catholic  Church.” — lb.  180. 

“The  three  branches  of  the  Catholic  Church  are  the 
-Greek,  the  Roman,  and  the  Anglican.” — lb. 

“The  Protestant  bodies  in  Europe  form  no  portion  of 
the  one  body,  because  they  have  renounced  the  one  priest- 
hood. They  have  cut  themselves  off  from  the  participation 
•of  the  one  Spirit  as  living  in  the  Church  and  flowing 
through  the  sacraments.” — lb.  187.  * 

Out  of  the  Catholic  Church,  according  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  priests,  no  one  can  be  saved.  The  devout  Catholic, 
after  reciting  the  creed  of  Pius  IV.,  says  of  the  various 
Roman  Catholic  doctrines  which  it  contains,  “ This  true 
Catholic  faith,  out  of  which  no  one  can  be  saved,  I profess 
and  hold.” — Council  of  Trent , xxxi. 

The  Catechism  of  the  Council  of  Trent  adds,  “ The 
Church  is  called  Catholic,  because  all  who  wish  to  obtain 
eternal  salvation,  ought  to  hold  and  embrace  it,  like  those 
who  entered  into  the  ark,  least  they  should  perish  by  the 
flood  ” — Catechism  of  the  Council  of  Trent , 85. 
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“ As  this  Church  alone  cannot  err,  since  it  is  led  by  the- 
Holy  Spirit,  all  other  churches  as  led  by  the  spirit  of  the 
devil  must  be  in  error.” — lb. 

“ The  ark  of  Noah  signifies  the  church,  which  God  has 
so  constituted,  that  all  who  enter  it  by  baptism  should  be 
safe  from  danger  of  eternal  death ; but  all  out  of  it  should, 
as  happened  to  those  who  were  not  received  into  the  ark, 
be  overwhelmed  by  their  wickedness.” — lb,  86. 

“ Are  all  obliged  to  be  of  the  true  Church  ? Yes,  no. 
one  can  be  saved  out  of  it.” — Doyle’s  Catechism. 

As  the  Roman  priests  teach  that  those  who  separate- 
from  the  Church  of  Rome  are  likely  to  perish,  so  Anglican 
priests  teach  that  those  who  separate  from  the  Church  of 
England  are  in  similar  danger.  Some  of  the  Canons  of 
the  Church  of  England  are  as  follows : 

“ Whosoever  shall  hereafter  separate  themselves  from 
the  communion  of  saints  in  the  Church  of  England,  and 
combine  themselves  together  in  a new  brotherhood  . . * 

let  them  be  excommunicated,  ipso  facto! — Canon  9. 

“ Whosoever  shall  affirm  that  such  ministers  as  refuse 
to  subscribe  to  the  form  and  manner  of  God’s  worship  in 
the  Church  of  England  and  their  adherents  may  truly  take 
to  them  the  name  of  another  church  not  established  by 
law  . . .let  them  be  excommunicated.” — Canon  10. 

“Whosoever  shall  maintain  that  there  are  within  this 
realm  other  meetings,  assemblies,  or  congregations  of  the 
king’s  born  subjects  than  such  as  by  the  laws  of  this  land 
are  held  and  allowed,  which  may  rightly  challenge  to 
themselves  the  name  of  true  and  lawful  churches  . . 

let  him  be  excommunicated.” — Canon  11. 

“ Whosoever  shall  affirm  that  it  is  lawful  for  any  sort  of 
ministers  and  lay  persons  to  join  together  and  make  rules 
without  the  king’s  authority,  and'  submit  themselves  to  be 
governed  by  them  . . .let  them  be  excommunicated, 

ipso  facto,  and  not  be  restored  until  they  repent,  and 
publicly  revoke  those  their  wicked  and  anabaptistical 
errors.” — Canon  12. 

Thus  we  as  Dissenters  are,  according  to  these  Canons, 
Rightly  excommunicated  by  open  denunciation  of  the 
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Church,  the  effect  of  which  is  thus  described  in  the  Thirty- 
third  -Article  : — “ That  person  who  by  open  denunciation 
•of  the  Church  is  rightly  cut  off  from  the  unity  of  the 
Church  and  excommunicated,  ought  to  be  taken  of  the 
whole  multitude  of  the  faithful  as  a heathen  and  a pub- 
lican.”— Art.  XXXIII. 

When,  therefore,  the  Anglo-Catholic  priests  take  us  to 
be  heathens  and  publicans,  they  only  follow  their  canons 
and  their  articles.  When  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  classes  us 
with  beer-shops  and  bad-houses,  he  is  supported  by  the 
Prayer  Book. 

Nor  are  we  alone  thus  excluded  by  them  from  that 
glorious  Church  of  Christ  which  is  his  body,  the  ful- 
ness of  Him  who  filleth  all  in  all ; for  all  our  fellow-Protes- 
tants  in  Europe — all  the  non-Episcopalian  Churches  in 
the  world — are  involved  in  the  same  condemnation.  The 
Churches  of  Germany  and  of  Switzerland,  the  descendants 
•of  martyrs  in  France,  the  Waldensian  Churches  in  the 
valleys  of  Piedmont,  and  those  who  are  preaching  Christ 
in  Italy,  are  all  thrust  out  by  them  into  the  outer  darkness. 
By  the  consent  of  all  the  priests,  Boman  and  Anglican, 
however  much  they  may  dispute  among  themselves,  we  and 
•our  Protestant  brethren  are  wholly  shut  out  from  the  Church 
of  Christ.  “ The  Protestant  bodies  in  Europe,”  they  say, 
“ form  no  portion  of  the  one  body,  because  they  have  re- 
nounced the  one  priesthood.”  “ Protestant  orders  are  uni- 
versally repudiated ; and  where  the  orders  are  not  valid 
Ihere  can  be  no  branch  of  the  Catholic  Church.” — The 
Church  and  the  World , 187,  188,  180. 

Union  with  us  is  therefore  to  them  as  criminal  as  union 
with  Mahommedans  or  Hindoos ; because,  being  excom- 
municated by  the  Church,  we  are  to  be  looked  upon  as 
heathens  and  publicans.  The  Church  of  England  may  be 
united  with  the  Church  of  Rome,  because  that  is  a part  of 
the  Church  of  Christ ; but  union  with  Dissenters  is>  impos- 
sible, because  they  form  no  part  of  the  Church.  “ None  but 
the  bishop,”  says  Dodwell,  “ can  unite  us  to  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  Whoever  are  disunited  from  the  visible  com- 
munion of  the  bishop,  must  consequently  be  disunited  from 
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the  whole  visible  Catholic  Church  on  the  earth  . . . and1 
which  is  yet  more  from  Christ  and  God  himself.”  Anglo- 
Catholic  priests,  therefore,  can  have  no  communion  with 
us  as  Christians.  We  may  be  absorbed  as  penitents;  but 
till  we  renounce  our  opinions,  and  break  up  our  Churches,, 
we  can  never  be  welcomed  as  brethren. 

“The  question  of  reunion,”  says  a writer  in  The  Church 
and  the  World,  “ implies  the  absorption  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters.”— 213. 

Take  the  case  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  “This  com- 
munity having  renounced  the  divine  order  and  appointment 
of  the  ministry  of  the  Catholic  Church,  there  could  not  be 
union  without  entire  re-construction.  Plot  only  would  the- 
parish  minister  have  to  acknowledge  the  divine  authority 
of  the  bishops;  but  each  minister  would  himself  have  to> 
be  ordained  by  a bishop  before  he  could  administer  the 
sacraments.” — 181. 

A similar  fate  awaits  the  Wesleyans.  “Propositions  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  to  enter  into  formal  negotia- 
tion with  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  to  induce- a return  of 
that  body  to  the  Church.  This  process  would  be  absorp- 
tion, not  reunion.  It  would  be  to  absorb  in  each  parish  the 
members  of  the  Wesleyan  body  into  the  Church.” — 179. 

Thus  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  other  Presbyterian 
Churches,  the  Wesleyans,  the  Independents,  and  the  Bap- 
tists, must  all  be  “absorbed”  by  the  priests  as  Jonah  was 
absorbed  by  the  whale,  or  as  the  seven  fat  kine,  in 
Pharaoh’s  dream,  were  absorbed  by  the  seven  lean  kine,. 
who  remained,  after  their  unnatural  voracity,  as  lean  as 
before. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Anglo-Catholic  priests,  the  Pres- 
byterians, Wesleyans,  Independents,  and  Baptists,  are  schis- 
matics whom  the  members  of  the  Church  ought  to  regard  as 
heathen  men  and  publicans,  but  all  those  who  are  baptized 
by  them,  and  remain  in  communion  with  the  bishop,  con- 
stitute the  Church  of  Christ  in  this  land.  “ If  any  man 
hare  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his!' — Rom.  viii.  9. 

“ Whosoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin;  for  his  seed' 
remaineth  in  him ; and  he  cannot  sin  because  he  is  born  of  God . \ 
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In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifest  and  the  children  of 
<the  devil!' — 1 John,  iii.  9,  10.  And  at  the  last  day  Jesus 
will  say  to  all  wicked  men,  though  they  had  been  priests  or 
prelates,  “I  never  knew  you,  depart  from  me  ye  that  work 
iniquity !' — Matt,  vii.,  22.  Yet  the  Anglo-Catholic  priests 
declare  of  all  who  are  baptized  by  them,  however  much  their 
ungodly  characters  and  wicked  conduct  may  prove  them  to 
be  the  children  of  the  devil,  that  they  were  made  in  their 
baptism  “ members  of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and  inheri- 
tors of  the  Kingdom  of  heaven.”  Blind  leaders  of  the  blind, 
they  represent  unconverted  persons  who  have  never  re- 
pented of  their  sins,  nor  come  to  Jesus  for  salvation,  nor 
become  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  nor  yielded  them- 
selves up  to  God,  but  remain  slaves  of  sin  and  Satan,  to  be 
part  of  that  glorious  Church  which  is  the  fulness  of  Him 
that  filleth  all  in  all. 

On  the  other  hand  they  stigmatize  one  half  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  this  land  as  the  world.  Bor  Jesus  and 
his  Apostles  have  declared  that  all  who  believe,  including 
therefore  believing  Dissenters,  are  members  of  Christ, 
children  of  God,  and  inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
through  faith.  Becall  the  words  of  Jesus.  “ Him  that 
cometh  unto  me  I will  in  no  wise  cast  out “ He  that  loveth 
me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father  and  I will  love  him!'  “He 
that  believeth  in  me  hath  everlasting  life!'  John  vi.  37,  xiv. 
21,  vi.  47.  Add  to  these  the  words  of  his  inspired 
servants — “ As  many  as  received  him  to  them  gave  he  power 
to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his 
name!'  “ Ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus!'  “ He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life!' 
John  i.  12,  Gal.  iii.  26,  John  iii.  36.  But  each  Anglo-catholic 
Diotrephes  who  loves  to  have  the  pre-eminence,  casts  all 
Dissenters,  who,  because  they  believe  in  Jesus  and  love  him, 

• cannot  listen  to  a false  Gospel,  or  submit  to  a prelacy  which 
usurps  his  authority,  out  of  the  Church  of  Christ;  and  calls 
them  collectively  “the  world,”  of  which  the  apostle  John 
hath  said  “ Love  not  the  world  neither  the  things  that  are 
in  the  world , if  any  man  love  the  world  the  love  of  the 
. Father  is  not  in  him  ; and  the  apostle  James  “ the  friendship 
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of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God,  whosoever  therefore  will  be' 
the friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God  ” — 1.  John  ii. 
15,  James  iv.  4.  Proud  of  their  spiritual  descent  from  such 
popes  as  Boniface  III.,  favourite  of  the  infamous  emperor 
Phocas,  or  such  prelates  as  Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, " who  was  active  and  zealous  not  in  preaching  the 
gospel,  but  in  establishing  the  pompous  rites  and  ceremonies 
of  Rome  ” (Bower  iii.  84)  and  of  their  long  connexion  with 
the  apostate  Church  of  Rome,  with  all  the  filth  of  which  their  - 
ministry  has  for  ages  been  mingled  and  from  which  their 
spiritual  power  has  come,  they  will  hold  no  association  with 
non-episcopalian  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  love  him 
and  trust  him,  who  study  His  word  and  obey  it,  who  live  to 
make  him  known  and  would  die  for  his  sake  ; and  looking 
with  contempt  upon  the  Bible  Society,  the  Tract  Society*, 
and  the  City  Mission,  which  are  the  glory  of  our  country 
and  our  age,  must  have  their  Church  this  and  their  Church 
that,  because  they  would  not  be  polluted  by  the  touch  of 
Dissenters.  Numbers  of  their  ignorant  followers  are  thus 
convinced  that  Dissenters  are,  compared  with  them,  what 
the  pariahs  of  India  are  compared  with  the  brahmins, 
outcasts  whose  very  touch  defiles. 

What  is  worse  than  this  is  that  true  disciples  of  our- 
Saviour,  under  their  influence,  are  tempted  to  abstain  from 
all  association  with  their  brethren ; just  as  the  apostle 
Peter  at  Antioch,  was  tempted  by  the  Judaizing  Christians- 
to  separate  himself  from  the  Gentile  Christians. — Gal.  ii.  11. 
Thus  the  union  of  Christians  in  this  land,  upon  which  so 
much  depends,  is  rendered  impossible  by  this  sacerdotal 
bigotry:  and  if  so,  let  Presbyterians,  Wesley ans,  Inde- 
pendents, Baptists,  and  Plymouth  Brethren,  all  alike 
excommunicated,  send  forth  unitedly  thousands  of  Evange- 
lists to  preach  Christ  wherever  the  Sacerdotal  supersti- 
tion prevails.  We  need  no  thunders  of  controversy,  the 
pure,  peaceable,  beneficent,  lovely  light  of  the  Gospel  will 
of  itself  banish  the  superstition ; only  let  the  light  shine 
and  the  darkness  will  depart. 
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2.  The  'Reunion  of  the  Church  of  England  with  the  Church 

of  Borne. 

While^hus  the  Anglo-Catholic  priests  are  hoping  to  ab- 
sorb ns,  they  are  exnlting  in  bright  visions  of  reunion  with 
Eome  after  our  absorption. 

I will  again  cite  their  language  in  The  Church  and  the 
World  : — “ Dr.  Pusey  has  startled  many  by  declaring  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Council  of  Trent  which  could  not  be 
explained  satisfactorily  to  us,  if  it  were  explained  authori- 
tatively.” “ They,”  that  is,  the  statements  of  the  Council  of 
Trent,  “ are  in  the  main  truer  statements  than  our  own/ 
“We  labour  on,  drawing  nearer  to  Rome.”  “ Every  yeai 
of  reading  and  reflection,  has  awakened  more  and  more 
strongly  my  reverence  for  the  Roman  Church.” — The  Church 
and  the  World , 241,  242,  232. 

“ The  three  branches  of  the  Catholic  Church  are  the  Greek, 
the  Roman,  and  the  Anglican.”  “Thus  the  Greek,  the 
Roman,  and  the  Anglican,  are  all  portions  of  the  one 
Catholic  Church  because  they  hold  the  common  faith,  and 
they  retain  the  one  priesthood ; and  consequently  are  still 
one  body,  though  intercommunion  is  interrupted.”  “ Priests 
ordained  by  Roman  bishops  have  always  been  regarded  as 
priests  by  us,  and,  on  conforming  to  our  ritual  and  articles, 
have  been  admitted  to  the  benefices  of  the  Anglican  com- 
munity.” “We  rejoice,  then,  when  we  see  on  all  sides  of 
us,  in  the  Anglican  branch  of  the  Catholic  Church,  this 
earnest  desire  for  peace  and  union.  No  more  hopeful  sign 
attends  the  great  Catholic  revival  of  the  nineteenth  century 
than  this  cry  for  reunion.” — lb.  180,  187,  188,  191. 

“ When  some  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  the  Oxford  tracts 
induced  men  to  take  a different  view  of  their  position  as 
members  of  the  Church,  the  reaction  was  extraordinary. 
Men  became  suddenly  enamoured  of  Rome,  who  before  had 
been  educated  in  the  narrowest  school  of  Protestantism.” 
“ Not  much  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  after  the  condem- 
nation of  Tract  90,  one  of  the  writers  of  that  series  publishes 
his  Eirenicon,  advocating  the  very  same  principles  which 
were  so  fiercely  assailed  in  the  former  work.  The  book  is 
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quietly  received,  calmly  reviewed,  impartially  criticised, 
in  all  the  leading  journals  and  reviews.”  The  cry  (against 
it),  is  not  responded  to  generally,  and  only  manifests 
more  clearly  the  marvellous  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  English  religious  thought  and  character.” — lb. 
198,  199.  If  only  English  Catholics  are  true  to  their 
principles,  they  may  make  the  English  Church  the  instru- 
ment of  effecting  the  two  greatest  desiderata  of  the  present 
age,  reunion  and  reformation.”  208.  Another  writer  in 
The  Church  and  the  World,  speaks  of  “the  eager  desire 
of  Tractarians  to  bring  about  a reconciliation  with  the 
Churches  of  Rome  and  the  East.” — lb.  28. 

The  editor  of  the  Directorium  Anglicanum  sends  out 
that  book  with  a prayer,  that  it  may  produce  “ a visible 
reunion  among  the  separated  portions  of  the  Christian 
family;  and  that  it  may  prepare  the  National  Church 
for  the  important  work  of  promoting  the  future  corporate 
reunion  of  the  Christian  family.”  xliv.  61.  For  this  re- 
union, the  Dissenters  having  been  first  absorbed,  Dr.  Pusey 
declares  that  he  would  die ; and  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
catching  the  fervour  of  his  zeal,  says  : — “ To  restore  the 
true  unity  of  Christendom,  who  would  not  gladly  die  ? ” 
Numbers  are  apparently  getting  ready  for  it.  The  auto- 
biographer in  The  Chtrch  and  the  World,  says  : — “ If  we 
have  a secession  Church,  we  may  hope  for  speedy  re- 
union.” 230.  Mr.  Skinner  “ from  a wide  acquaintance  with 
the  English  clergy  of  thirty  years,”  says:  that  if  the 
authorities  “ stop  our  full  liberty  to  teach  the  above- 
mentioned  doctrines,  (the  Sacrifice  offered  to  God  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  and  the  right  of  the  priests  to  give  absolu- 
tion) there  are  more  than  three-fourths  of  us  who  would 
be  compelled  to  give  up  the  Church  of  England  as  no 
portion  of  the  Church  of  Christ.” — Times,  October  29th, 
1866. 

Dr.  Pusey  adds  : — “ I did  not  say  lightly  that,  the  re- 
moval of  the  words  which  express  the  ministerial  forgiv- 
ness  of  sins,  from  the  ordinal  or  visitation  of  the  sick, 
would  break  the  Church  of  England  in  pieces.”  “ Altera- 
tions which  should  be  the  act  of  the  Church,  would  either 
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rend  her  in  two,  or  send  off  a larger  number  of  earnest 
souls  than  people  have  any  thought  of.  There  would  be 
few  families  which  would  not  feel  the  rent  sooner  or 
later” — Times,  December  15th,  1866.  And  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, who  must  have  better  opportunities  than  most  men 
of  knowing  the  dispositions  of  the  upper  classes,  says  in 
a letter  to  the  Times : “ I am  convinced  that . were  the 
Establishment  swept  away,  a large  proportion  of  her 
members  would  join  the  Church  of  Rome.” — Times , Decem- 
ber 29th,  1866. 

We  may  thus  see  the  tendency  of  this  whole  “ Church 
movement.”  It  is  to  make  men  seek  salvation  by  trust  in 
priests  and  sacraments,  together  with  trust  in  Christ,  to 
establish  a false  Gospel  in  opposition  to  the  great  truth  of 
justification  by  faith;  to  place  the  laity  by  means  of  prelatic 
authority  and  priestly  absolution,  under  such  a priestly 
domination  as  this  nation  has  not  known  since  the  re- 
formation ; and  to  lead  numbers  under  the  seductive  in- 
fluence of  High  Church  doctrines  to  join  the  Church  of 
Rome. 

This  last  result  is  the  great  consummation  aimed  at  by 
Roman  and  Anglican  priests.  That  Church  which  calls 
itself  the  mother  and  mistress  of  all  churches,  and  which 
ruling  over  Roman  Catholic  Europe  is  described  in  the 
Word  of  God  as  a harlot,  riding  upon  a savage  beast,  is 
the  great  anti-Christian  power  predicted  by  Daniel,  by 
Paul,  and  by  John.  For  1260  years  it  has  dishonoured 
Jesus  our  Saviour,  by  setting  up  a priest  to  assume  liis 
titles  and  to  execute  his  office,  by  worshipping  his  mother 
as  a mediatrix  between  him  and  us,  by  praying  to  saints 
as  well  as  to  him,  by  adding  priestly  sacrifices  to  his 
sacrifice  on  the  cross,  by  teaching  that  he  himself,  includ- 
ing his  body  and  blood,  his  soul  and  his  deity,  is  eaten  by 
all  sorts  of  persons  at  the  will  of  all  sorts  of  priests, 
by  declaring  that  he  sends  many  of  his  disciples  to 
be  tormented  after  death  in  fire,  by  assuring  its  adherents 
that  they  cannot  generally  be  pardoned  except  through 
priestly  absolution  after  auricular  confession,  by  for- 
bidding to  the  people  the  free  use  of  the  Word  of  God 
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which  reveals  him,  and  by  murdering  thousands  of  his 
faithful  servants  for  protesting  through  love  to  him  against 
these  Catholic  enormities. 

Into  union  with  that  apostate  Church  Anglo-catholic 
priests  are  trying  to  draw  back  the  Church  of  England, 
with  a zeal  which  marks  their  enmity  to  the  pure  doctrines 
of  the  reformation,  and  with  a success  discreditable  to  the 
classes  whom  they  influence.  But  what  most  deserves  the 
thoughtful  reflection  of  all  who  love  the  Saviour,  is  neither 
their  zeal  nor  their  success,  but  that  they  are  powerfully 
aided  in  their  project  by  the  “ Church  Movement,”  so 
much  praised  by  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  by  the  sacerdotal- 
ism which  unhappily  still  remains  in  the  Prayer  Book, 
and  by  the  patronage  of  the  State  which  has  made  them 
the  authorised  teachers  in  thousands  of  the  parishes  of 
this  land. 

Their  attempts  to  overthrow  the  first  reformation  should 
lead  Protestants  to  effect  a second.  If  they  wish  to  des- 
troy the  Protestantism  of  the  Church  of  England,  we  should 
seek  to  free  it  from  its  Bomanism.  If  they  seek  to 
restore  the  superstitions  which  our  best  reformers  did 
what  they  could  to  abolish,  we  should  labour  to  promote 
the  Gospel  which  the  reformers  worked  hard  to  establish. 
If  they  are  building  their  hope  upon  a revival  of  sacerdo- 
talism, we  ought  to  build  ours  upon  a revival  of  religion ; 
if  they  are  marshalling  an  army  of  devotees  to  preach 
ritualism,  we  should  gather  a larger  army  of  evangelists 
to  preach  Christ. 

II. — One  Great  Duty  of  British  Christians  with 

Beference  to  the  Sacerdotalism  of  the  Anglo- 
Catholic  Priests. 

Since  sacerdotalism  is  one  great  hindrance  to  fraternal 
union  among  Christians  in  this  land,  and  one  great  engine 
by  which  Anglo-catholic  priests  are  leading  many  into  the 
Church  of  Borne,  all  the  loyal  followers  of  the  Saviour 
should  on  those  accounts  as  well  as  others  be  opposed  to  it. 
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It  injures  the  Church  of  England,  it  insults  Dissenters,  it 
•disgraces  our  country,  it  ruins  souls,  it  adulterates  the 
‘Gospel,  it  dishonours  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  all  His 
disciples  should  detest  it.  Three  hundred  years  it  has 
survived  the  Eeformation,  hut  never  before  were  its  three 
great  antagonists,  the  Bible,  education,  and  liberty,  so  strong 
as  they  are  this  day.  It  is  time  that  it  should  be  rejected 
by  the  nation,  blotted  out  of  the  Prayer  Book,  expelled 
from  the  pulpits  of  the  Establishment,  and  consigned  to 
the  doom  of  those  obsolete  superstitions  which  are  remem- 
bered only  to  be  abhorred.  Should  it  not  then  be  assailed 
by  the  press  and  the  platform,  by  public  disputation,  and 
by  popular  lectures  ? Should  not  its  pompous  pretensions, 
its  destitution  of  evidence,  and  its  selfish  bigotry  be  clearly 
exposed  and  held  up  to  universal  dislike  ? Without 
meaning  to  condemn  legitimate  controversy,  there  is,  I 
think,  a more  excellent  way  by  which  it  may  be  over- 
thrown. Since  it  is  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion by  faith  in  Christ,  that  doctrine  is  the  best  wea- 
pon for  its  destruction.  And  since  it  blasphemously 
represents  God  the  Holy  Spirit  as  dwelling  in  wicked 
men,  and  given  by  them  to  other  wicked  men,  He  is  the 
great  agent  whom  we  may  invoke  to  destroy  it. 

The  moment  that  a sinner  heartily  receives  Jesus  as  his 
Saviour,  and  is  received  by  Jesus  as  His  disciple,  he  be- 
comes “ the  Lord’s  freedman,”  and  in  breaking  loose  from 
the  chains  of  sin  and  Satan,  he  is  emancipated  also 
from  slavery  and  superstition.  Vainly  to  him  kdo  Anglo- 
Catholic  prelates  and  priests  vaunt  their  apostolic  succes- 
sion coming  down  through  all  the  mediaeval  filth  of  Borne, 
and  tempt  him  to  rely  on  their  preternatural  endowments. 
He  sees  that  their  gifts  would  be  superfluous  if  they  were 
real,  because  he  has  all  in  Christ;  and  he  judges  their  pre- 
tensions to  be  profane,  because,  as  they  are  dishonourable 
to  the  Saviour,  so  they  are  destitute  of  a syllable  of  evi- 
dence from  his  word. 

To  meet  these  and  all  other  moral  mischiefs  our  Lord  has 
said  to  His  disciples,  “ Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preack 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature .”  Our  business,  therefore,  is 
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to  preach  as  He  has  ordered  ns’;  and  if  the  Holy  Spirit 
accompany  that  preaching,  as  He  ever  does  when  it  is 
earnest  and  faithful,  sacerdotalism  must  fall  before  His 
resistless  power.  But  if  Christ  is  to  he  preached  to  the 
whole  land,  disciples  of  all  denominations  must  combine 
to  preach  Him. 

After  recalling  with  gratitude  that  He  is  preached  by 
some  godly  bishops,  by  some  thousands  of  godly  clergy- 
men, who  disbelieve  sacerdotalism  as  much  as  we  do,  by 
larger  numbers  of  godly  pastors  in  other  denominations, 
by  Wesleyan  local  preachers,  by  missionaries  of  home 
missionary  societies,  and  by  members  of  congregational 
churches,  we  must  remember  that  there  are  thousands  of 
parishes  in  which  sacerdotalism  so  much  prevails  that 
the  people  are  trusting  to  priests  and  to  sacraments  rather 
than  to  Jesus ; or,  while  deserting  their  parish  churches 
because  they  despise  a doctrine  which  revolts  their  com- 
mon sense,  are  without  the  Gospel,  which  would  bring 
them  to  repentance  and  faith.  If  ten  thousand  fresh 
Evangelists,  or  even  five  thousand,  are  needed  Jo  carry  the 
Gospel  into  all  our  towns  and  villages,  no  single  denomi- 
nation can  supply  the  men  or  the  money.  But  all  can  do 
it  together.  Unitedly,  Presbyterians,  Wesleyans,  Indepen- 
dents, Baptists,  and  Plymouth  Brethren,  can,  according  to 
our  Lord’s  command,  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature 
in  England ; and  what  they  can  do  they  ought  to  do. 

The  union  of  different  denominations  in  Evangelistic 
work  is  always  found  to  attract  the  people,  because  it 
shows  that  the  Evangelists,  who  can  have  no  sectarian 
object  in  view,  must  love  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the  souls  of 
men  more  than  they  love  their  own  particular  opinions. 
Eurther,  since  unity  is  the  mark  of  the  church  of  Christ,, 
this  fraternal  union  would  be  an  evidence  to  all  men  that 
brethren  with  different  denominational  names  may  be 
members  of  the  one  church  of  Christ;  whereas,  if  denomi- 
nations so  quarrel  that  they  seem  to  the  world  to  excom- 
municate each  other,  Boman  Catholic  priests  and  Anglo- 
Catholic  priests  seem  to  have  some  excuse  for  excommuni- 
cating them  all.  Q 
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But  all  other  reasons  are  superseded  by  our  Lord’s 
prayer  for  his  disciples  just  before  his  last  sufferings. 

After  various  petitions  for  his  Apostles,  he  added  these 
words.  “ Neither  pray  I for  these  alone,  hut  for  them  also 
which  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  word ; that  they 
all  may  be  one ; as  thou,  Father , art  in  me  and  I in  thee , 
that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  ; that  the  world  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me.  And  the  glory  which  thou  gavest 
me  I have  given  them  ; that  they  may  be  one  even  as  we 
are  one : I in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made 
perfect  in  me ; and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou 
hast  sent  me,  and  hast  loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me!* 
— John  xvii.  20 — 23. 

Jesus  has  here  prayed  for  all  of  us  who  believe  on  Him; 
and  the  four  blessings  which  He  has  asked  for  us  are 
these  : — 1.  That  we  may  be  one.  2.  That  our  unity  may 
be  so  manifested  that  it  may  influence  the  world.  3. 
That  our  unity  may  be  manifested  through  our  reception 
of  a glory  like  his  own.  4.  That  through  our  manifested 
unity  the  world  may  believe  in  Him.  On  these  four  points 
I will  make  a few  remarks. 

1.  According  to  our  Lord’s  prayer  for  all  believers  they 
are  all  one ; they  are  the  one  temple ; Ephes.  ii.  19, 
22 ; 1 Pet.  ii.  5.  the  one  holy  nation ; Matt.  xxi.  43 ; 
1 Pet.  ii.  9.  the  one  royal  priesthood ; 1 Pet.  ii.  5,  9 ; 
Bev.  i.  5,  6.  the  one  brotherhood;  Matt,  xxiii.  8;  John 
i.  12 ; Gal.  iii.  26  ; John  xx.  17 ; Coloss.  i.  2 ; 1 Pet.  ii.  17 ; 
iff.  8.  They  are  the  one  flock  of  Jesus  Christ;  John  x.  11, 
14,  16.  his  one  household;  Matt.  xxv.  14 ; Heb.  iii.  6. 
his  one  body;  1 Cor.  xii.  13;  Eph.  i.  22,  23;  ii.  16;  v. 
30.  his  one  church;  Matt.  xvi.  18;  Eph.  i.  22,  23;  v. 
25— 27;  Heb.  xii.  22,  23. 

As  all  these  terms  declare  that  believers  are  one  through 
their  relations  to  God  and  to  Christ,  whatever  may  be  their 
quarrels  and  reciprocal  animosities,  so  that  unity  is  ex- 
plained by  the  Apostle  Paul  to  be  more  complete  than 
that  of  any  society  upon  the  earth.  These  are  his  words 
to  us  : “ Endeavour  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
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loud  of  peace.  There  is  one  body  and  one  Spirit,  even  as- 
ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling ; one  Lord,  on& 
faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is 
above  all  and  through  all  and  in  you  all!’— Ephes.  iv. 
4—6. 

Believers  are  united  together  as  the  members  of  the 
same  body  are  united;  being  animated  by  one  Spirit, 
because  the  Holy  Spirit  is  given  to  each  believer,  and 
therefore  dwells  in  the  whole  body — John  xiv.  16,  17 ; 
Acts  ii.  4,  16,  17,  33,  38,  39  ; iv.  31 ; v.  32 ; x.  44,  45  ; 
xiii.  52 ; Bom.  xiv.  17 ; 1 Cor.  vi.  19 ; 1 John  ii.  20,  27 ; 
Gal.  v.  22,  25 ; 2 Cor.  iii.  18 ; Ephes.  i.  13 ; iii.  16,  &c.  &c. 

All  have  received  the  same  calling,  because  all  have 
been  called  by  the  grace  of  God  to  believe  the  truth,  to 
be  saints,  to  be  justified,  to  enjoy  peace  with  God,  and 
to  reach  eternal  glory. — Gal.  i.  15 ; Bom.  i.  7 ; John  vi. 
37,  44;  Bom.  viii.  30;  Col.  iii.  15;  1 Thess.  ii.  12; 
2 Thess.  ii.  14. 

All  have  one  common  hope;  for  all  look  to  be  received 
by  our  Lord  at  death  to  immediate  happiness ; to  be  raised 
at  His  second  advent ; to  dwell  with  Him  in  heaven  for 
ever,  and  therefore  to  be  companions  and  friends  through- 
out eternity. 

All  have  one  Lord,  who  has  given  Himself  for  them, 
who  loves  each  of  them,  who  calls  each  his  brother,  who 
pleads  for  each,  who  means  to  receive  each  to  Himself  at 
death,  and  whom  they  all  trust,  love,  and  serve. 

All  have  one  faith ; since  they  believe  in  J esus  as  their 
Saviour,  receive  His  words  and  the  words  of  His  Apostles 
with  those  of  the  Hebrew  prophets,  as  the  Word  of  God; 
and  all  hold  the  faith  once  for  all  delivered  to  the  saints, 
by  which  they  live,  and  for  which  each  of  them  would  die. 

All  have  one  baptism  in  the  sense  of  one  confession; 
for  although  some  have  been  sprinkled  in  infancy,  and 
some  have  been  immersed  as  believers,  all  alike  confess 
him.  Believers  immersed  unto  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  have  confessed  Him  in 
baptism,  and  all  the  rest  with  them  confess  Him  in  the 
Lord's  Supper ; all  alike  owning  that  they  are  His  servants. 
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buried  with  Him  to  the  world  and  sin,  and  raised  with  Him 
to  a new  and  spiritual  life. 

Finally,  all  have  one  God  and  Father;  for  of  them  all 
the  Apostle  John  has  written,  to  “As  many  as  have  received1 
him,  to  them  has  he  given  power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name — John  i.  12.  And 
to  them  all  the  Apostle  Paul  says,  “ Ye  are  all  the  children 
of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.7’ — Gal.  iii.  26.  God  loves 
them  all  as  a Father  does  His  children;— John  xiv.  20,  23  ; 
Eph.  v.  1.  they  in  return  love  Him  as  children  love  a 
father; — Eom.  viii.  15;  Gal.  iv.  6 ; 1 John  iv.  9,  10,  16„ 
19.  and  since  all  are  His  children,  they  are  brothers  and 
sisters  to  each  other. 

Is  there  a society  on  earth  which  has  a unity  half  so 
complete  as  this  ? The  whole  number  of  believers  on  tho 
earth,  are  one  living  body  of  which  each  is  a member,  all 
are  the  servants  and  subjects  of  one  common  Lord,  all 
have  one  faith  and  one  confession  before  the  world,  and  all 
are  brothers  and  sisters,  the  children  of  one  father  who- 
loves  and  cares  for  them  all. 

The  prayer  of  Jesus  has  therefore  been  fully  answered 
in  the  unity  of  all  those  who  believe  in  Him  as  their 
Saviour.  That  unity,  resulting  from  their  relationship  to 
God,  and  to  Him,  no  faults  of  theirs  can  destroy.  It  is  the 
unity  of  the  children  of  God  who  remain  brothers  even  if 
they  quarrel ; it  is  the  unity  of  the  household  of  Christ 
which  remains  one  household,  though  one  servant  may  be 
jealous  of  another.  For  that  the  Lord  prayed,  and  it  has 
been  completely  accomplished. 

2.  This  unity  should  be  manifested.  If  it  be  hidden  by 
family  quarrels  and  denied  by  the  world,  how  can  it  exer- 
cise that  influence  upon  the  world  for  which  Jesus  prayed  ? 
All  believers  are  essentially  one,  however  faulty  they  may 
be,  because  they  are  the  one  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  but  they  may  either  glorify  Him  by  brotherly 
affection  towards  each  other,  or  dishonour  Him  by  their 
unbrotherly  quarrels.  For  this,  as  for  other  reasons,  they 
are  called  by  Him  to  love  each  other;  and  many  motives 
urge  them  to  do  so. 
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He  has  commanded  it,  and  they  as  his  servants  should 
obey  Him; — John  xiii.  34;  xv.  13.  He  loves  them  all,  and 
each  who  loves  Him,  must  love  for  His  sake  those  whom 
He  loves; — Eph.  v.  25;  John  xiv.  21;  2 Thess.  ii.  13. 
;all  are  His  servants,  trusting  in  Him  for  salvation,  confessing 
his  name,  doing  his  work,  converting  sinners  to  him,  and 
therefore  for  their  fidelity  to  Him  deserving  the  affection 
•of  all  who  love  Him ; and,  notwithstanding  all  their  faults, 
each  of  them  is  regenerate,  with  right  affections,  good 
principles,  and  pure  conduct,  obedient  to  the  will  of  God, 
^aiming  at  entire  conformity  to  Christ,  and  for  all  this 
also  deserves  the  affection  of  all  the  rest. 

On  these  accounts  believers  do  love  one  another  more  or 
less;  the  degree  of  affection  in  any  two  brethren  being 
determined  by  two  things,  the  amount  of  grace  which 
there  is  in  each,  and  the  knowledge  which  each  has  of  the 
other.  And  that  brotherly  love  which  they  are  bound  to 
cherish  they  are  also  called  by  the  Lord  to  manifest.  By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have 
love  one  to  another.  Members  of  the  English  and  Scotch 
Establishments,  Presbyterians  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
England,  Wesleyans,  Independents,  and  Baptists,  all  being 
disciples  of  Jesus,  children  of  God,  taught  and  sanctified 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  obedient  to  the  law  of  Christ,  guided 
and  governed  by  the  Word  of  God,  fellow  soldiers  in  the 
same  good  warfare,  and  fellow-travellers  to  the  same 
eternal  home,  should  manifest  so  much  brotherly  kindness 
to  each  other  that  the  world  may  know  it. 

That  is  the  main  point  to  settle ; because  those  who  are 
taught  of  God  to  love  one  another,  find  it  easy  to  manifest 
their  unity  by  that  united  service  which  is  so  honourable 
to  their  Master,  and  so  useful  to  the  world.  By  united 
service  they  show  their  fidelity  to  the  same  Saviour,  and 
their  preference  of  Him  to  their  sectarian  or  local  in- 
terests ; they  manifest  that  the  great  truths  which  unite 
them  in  Him  are  more  to  them  than  the  special  opinions 
which  divide  them ; and  they  convince  men  that  His 
-authority  is  supreme,  His  will  is  their  rule,  His  example 
their  pattern,  and  His  glory  their  object.  Brothers  in 
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reality,  they  thus  show  that  they  are  brothers  in  feeling,, 
and  manifest  a power  in  the  Gospel  to  overcome  selfishness* 
such  as  no  other  doctrine  is  ever  known  to  possess. 

Happily  this  united  service,  arising  from  the  brotherly 
love  of  the  true  disciples  of  Jesus  is  not  unknown. 
Believers  of  all  denominations,  of  different  classes,  and  of 
various  opinions,  have  shown  in  several  ways  that  they  are 
one  brotherhood.  Members  of  different  churches  in  the 
same  neighbourhood  have  met,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Apostle  Paul,  to  exhort  and  to  edify  one  another ; 
— Col.  iii.  16 ; 1 Thess.  v.  11 ; Heb.  iii.  13 ; x.  24,  25,  &c. 
pastors  of  different  denominations  have  interchanged 
their  pulpits,  thereby  testifying  their  brotherly  confidence 
in  each  other ; some  of  different  denominations  have  fur- 
ther testified  their  oneness  in  Christ  by  united  communion 
in  the  Lord’s  Supper ; united  prayer  meetings  have  called 
forth  the  grace  that'was  latent  in  many,  have  strengthened 
believers,  have  awakened  the  careless,  and  have  brought  a 
blessing  upon  all ; and,  lastly,  brethren  of  all  denominations. 
Episcopalians,  Presbyterians, Wesley ans,  Independents,  and 
Baptists,  ministers  and  laymen,  rich  and  poor,  have  together 
preached  the  Saviour  whom  they  all  love,  to  the  uncon- 
verted who  all  need  him.  These  modes  of  united  service, 
now  adopted  by  a few,  may  advantageously  be  practised  by 
many;  so  as  to  effect  that  manifestation  of  the  unity  of 
the  Church  for  which  our  Lord  prayed,  and  upon  which 
the  welfare  of  the  world  so  much  depends. 

3.  What  may  enable  believers  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit. 

Our  Lord  has  further  shown  that  the  brotherly  kindness 
which  manifests  the  unity  of  believers,  is  produced  by  the 
spiritual  glory  which  He  gives  to  each  of  them.  “ The  glory 
which  thou  gavest  me  I have  given  them,  that  they  may  be 
one  as  we  are  one.”  He  could  not  here  mean  the  glory 
which  is  reserved  for  them  in  heaven,  because  it  is  a glory 
by  which  the  world  is  to  be  influenced  now  ; nor  could  He 
mean  the  glory  of  miraculous  powers,  because  He  was 
praying  for  all  believers  to  the  end  of  time ; what  He 
meant,  therefore,  was  that  glory  spoken  of  by  his  Apostles. 
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ohn  and  Paul,  in  the  following  words  : — “ The  Word  was 
made  flesh  and  dwelt  amongst  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory, 
the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth!' — John  i.  14,  “ We  all  beholding  as  in  a glass 
'■ the  glory  of  the  Lord , are  changed  into  the  same  image  from 
glory  to  glory!'— 2 Cor.  iii.  18. 

Jesus  was  Himself  invested  with  a perfect  spiritual  glory, 
being  the  image  of  God  in  holiness,  love,  and  every  moral 
perfection ; and  when  believers  are  made  through  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  to  resemble  Him,  they  manifest  at 
once  by  brotherly  affection  the  unity  of  the  body.  Made 
like  Him  they  love  each  other  as  He  loves  each ; like  Him 
they  long  to  save  souls,  and  will  readily  give  their  money, 
thfeir  talent,  and  their  time,  to  effect  their  conversion ; like 
Him  they  can  bear  patiently  the  contradiction  of  sinners ; 
like  Him  they  are  superior  to  the  objects  of  ordinary 
ambition;  and  since  brotherly  affection  is  added  to  their  zeal, 
charity,  and  devotedness,  they  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  that 
united  service  which  manifests  their  unity. 

We  have  an  instance  of  this,  meant  doubtless  to  be  a 
pattern  in  all  succeeding  ages,  afforded  on  the  first  day  of 
that  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  in  which  we  live.  Then 
120  simple,  unlettered,  undistinguished,  despised  Galileans, 
filled  with  the  Spirit,  began  at  Jerusalem  that  evangeliza- 
tion which  will  ultimately  subdue  the  world  to  Jesus.  Ho 
thought  of  danger,  no  fear  of  death,  deterred  any  one. 
Baptised  in  fire,  they  were  forced  by  their  zeal  and  love 
4o  preach  Christ.  Happen  what  might  they  must  preach 
him;  and  thus  each  sustaining  each  in  that  first  great 
battle  for  the  truth,  they  won  a glorious  victory.  Three 
thousand  that  day,  subdued  by  their  united  testimony, 
became  believers ; and  then  the  whole  number,  evangelists 
and  converts,  became  as  much  united  to  each  other  as 
they  were  separated  from  the  world.  That  is  the  Church’s 
pattern:  and  were  Christ’s  disciples  now  filled  with  the 
Spirit  as  they  were  then,  they  would  again  manifest  their 
■unity  by  a united  service  which  would  shake  every  strong- 
bold  of  Satan  through  the  whole  world. 

4.  The  effect  of  the  manifestation  of  unity 
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The  effect  of  this  manifestation  of  unity  in  the* 
Church  upon  the  world,  was  expressed  by  our  Lord  in 
these  words  : That  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast 

sent  me.” 

Assuredly  our  Lord  did  not  here  pray  that  men  should 
obtain  such  a faith  in  his  mission  as  should  condemn 
them.  He  did  not  wish  them  to  have  such  a dead  faith  as-, 
that  of  Judas,  which  leaves  men  unregenerate,  from  which 
they  draw  back  to  perdition,  which  adds  to  their  guilt  and* 
does  Him  dishonour ; but  He  wished  them  to  have  a real 
faith  in  his  mission  through  which  they  would  receive  him 
as  their  Saviour,  come  to  Him  for  salvation,  and  obtain 
through  Him  eternal  life. 

In  order  to  judge  how  this  effect  would  be  produced  on 
the  world,  let  us  consider  what  are  the  effects  when  a few 
brethren  unitedly  preach  Christ  in  this  spirit. 

Believers  thus  drawn  to  preach  Christ  unitedly,  by  zeal 
and  charity,  by  faith  and  hope,  grow  thereby  in  grace. 
Their  service  enlarges  their  knowledge,  calls  forth  their 
talent,  leads  them  to  prayer,  strengthens  their  Christian 
dispositions  by  calling  them  into  exercise ; and  increases 
their  mutual  esteem,  because  each  sees  the  grace  of  God  in 
the  others.  Belonging  to  different  denominations,  they  ab- 
stain from  denominational  peculiarities,  because  they  see 
that  their  calling  is  not  to  preach  on  dissent,  nor  on  eccle- 
siastical government,  nor  on  opinions  which  are  matters  of 
controversy  among  real  Christians,  but  to  save  souls  by 
preaching  Christ.  Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  effect 
of  their  united  service  upon  others,  it  certainly  brings  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  themselves.  Were  these  united 
efforts  multiplied,  the  effects  upon  the  Churches  from 
which  the  brethren  go  forth  would  be  necessarily  good. 
Members  of  Churches  would  be  stirred  up  by  the  zeal  and 
success  of  their  brethren  to  become,  like  them,  evangelists ; 
pastors  would  be  moved  by  the  tidings  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  other  places,  to  preach  with  more  directness  to  the 
conscience,  more  desire  to  save  souls,  more  faith  in  the 
power  of  God ; and  of  many  Churches  it  would  again  be 
recorded,  “Then  had  the  churches  rest;  and  walking  in 
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the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  were  multiplied  ” 

We  come  now  to  see  the  effect  which  united  service 
would  have  upon  the  world.  The  prayer  of  Jesus  being 
at  this  moment  as  influential  as  when  first  He  uttered  it, 
expresses  the  method  by  which  the  world  must  be  led  to 
believe  in  His  mission  as  the  Son  of  God ; the  unity  of 
believers  manifested  by  their  united  service  must  lead  the 
world  to  believe. 

Experience  shows  that  such  united  service  is  adapted  to 
convert  men.  Unofficial,  unpaid,  unsectarian,  unpolitical 
Evangelists  of  different  denominations,  and  of  various 
ranks,  thoroughly  in  earnest  to  lead  sinners  to  Christ, 
compel  many  to  attend  to  their  message.  All  suspicion 
respecting  their  motives  being  rendered  by  the  circum- 
stances impossible,  a person  previously  careless  or  preju- 
diced comes  into  their  meeting  with  at  least  a preposses- 
sion in  favour  of  their  sincerity.  There  he  hears  from 
them  all  the  same  Gospel,  perceives  that,  notwithstanding 
all  their  differences,  they  are  brotherly,  learns  that  they 
are  men  of  devout  minds  and  of  exemplary  character, 
and  perceives  that  they  are  moved  to  preach  by  their 
faith,  zeal  and  love.  So  all  the  circumstances  prepare 
him  to  listen  to  their  doctrine.  At  the  same  time  there  is 
nothing  to  divert  his  attention  from  it,  neither  fine  music 
nor  a splendid  ritual,  nor  a fashionable  crowd,  nor  any 
worldly  end  to  be  answered  by  his  attendance.  Then  God 
the  Spirit,  acting  with  the  Word  upon  his  mind,  he  sees 
that  the  Gospel  is  true ; he  is  convinced  of  sin,  receives 
Jesus  as  his  Saviour,  and  becomes  a Christian  without 
-asking  one  question  about  sects  or  Churches.  Anglo- 
Catholic  Priests  and  Sacerdotalists  are  wrathful  at  all  this, 
because  it  denies  their  pretensions  and  discredits  their 
preaching;  but  thousands  have  of  late  years  been  thus 
brought  to  Christ : and  whenever  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been 
poured  out  on  a place,  believers  there  have  instinctively 
•come  together  to  preach  Christ  to  their  neighbours,  and 
many  have  been  saved. 

Should  similar  efforts  be  made  on  a greater  scale  the  j 
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effects  would  be  proportionate ; numbers  would  believe  in 
Jesus,  and  much  larger  numbers  would  be  so  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  the  Gospel  that  they  would  reject;  the  errors 
antagonistic  to  it;  Sacerdotalism  and  Rationalism  would 
give  way  before  it,  and  the  land  would  be  cleared  of  thosn 
pestilential  influences  which  now  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

The  practical  conclusion  to  which  the  foregoing  remarks 
lead  us  appears  to  be  this,  that  we  who  are  the  Pastors,. 
Deacons,  and  Churches  combined  in  this  Union,  should 
zealously  unite  with  our  Christian  brethren  of  other  deno- 
minations in  the  endeavour  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature  in  this  land.  Since  the  Sacerdotal  doctrine  and 
the  Ritualistic  practices  growing  out  of  it  are  deadly  evils, 
leading  many  to  apostatise  from  the  Protestant  faith,  and 
since  the  Gospel  is  the  appointed  remedy  which  the  Lord 
has  ordered  to  be  preached  to  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  this  land,  His  disciples  should  fulfil  His  orders 
without  delay.  It  is  high  time  that  worldly  Priests 
and  their  adherents  should  cease  to  be  regarded  as  the 
Church  of  Christ,  and  that  Sacerdotal  poison  should 
cease  to  be  swallowed  by  the  people  as  the  bread  of  life. 
Believers  in  Christ,  who  are  His  true  Church,  are  bound 
to  make  Him  universally  known;  and  since,  in  order  tO' 
this,  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  they  should  mani- 
fest their  unity  by  united  service,  we  in  this  Union,  should 
glorify  our  Master  by  being  among  the  foremost  in  the 
manifestation  of  this  unity.  That r denomination  which 

shall  most  honour  God  by  zealous  preaching,  by  godly 
living,  and  by  brotherly  kindness  to  all  who  love  Him, 
will  be  most  honoured  by  Him. — 1 Sam.  ii.  30. 

If  many  Evangelists  are  raised  up  by  the  grace  of  God 
to  give  life  to  the  dead  whom  the  priests  have  poisoned  by 
their  superstitions,  they  will  be  guided  by  His  provi- 
dence to  the  posts  which  they  can  most  profitably  occupy. 
But  we  may  lay  down  one  or  two  obvious  principles- 
respecting  their  distribution.  They  should  not  go  unin- 
vited to  those  parishes  where  godly  clergymen  are- 
blessed  to  the  conversion  of  many,  lest  they  should 
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hinder  rather  than  promote  the  work  of  God  in  those 
parishes,  and  create  schism  in  the  name  of  unity.  But 
they  should  seek  out  those  towns  and  parishes  where 
Sacerdotal  and  Ritualistic  doctrines  have  most  de- 
stroyed spiritual  religion;  and  where  faith  in  Jesus  is 
'exchanged  for  a faith  in  prelates  and  priests,  in  sacraments 
and  <pcm-sacraments,  which  leaves  the  deceived  people 
unpardoned,  unregenerated,  and  undone.  Specially  if  in 
any  parish  the  intolerance  of  the  priest  is  seconded  by  the 
power  of  the  landowner,  so  that  the  anathemas  of  the  pul- 
pit are  followed  by  the  frowns  of  the  hall ; there  a succes- 
sion of  Evangelists  should  labour  to  rescue  the  parish  from 
its  spiritual  thraldom.  Where  they  can  find  no  chapel 
they  should  occupy  a barn ; where  no  farmer  dares  to 
offer  his  barn,  they  should  fill  a cottage  ; and  where  the 
-cottage  too  is  withheld  through  fear,  they  should  preach  on 
the  village  green.  Here  Evangelist  should  follow  Evan- 
gelist, with  Testaments,  hymn-books,  and  tracts,  till  many 
converted  by  the  grace  of  God  become  disciples,  of  J esus  so 
strong  in  faith  that  they  can  “ rejoice  to  be  counted  worthy 
to  suffer  shame  for  his  name.” 

Further,  if  in  any  diocese  an  Anglo-Catholic  prelate  and 
liis  Anglo-Catholic  priests  have  formed  an  Anglo-Catholic 
population,  from  which  the  Gospel  is  almost  banished,, 
where  Evangelical  clergymen  are  brow-beaten,  and  Dis- 
senters, like  those  apostles  who  were  esteemed  “ the  filth 
• of  the  world  and  the  off-scouring  of  all  things,”  are  classed 
with  beer-shops  and  bad  houses  as  the  enemies  of  religion, 
to  that  diocese  as  pre-eminently  dry  and  barren  should 
Evangelists  go  in  numbers,  so  that,  through  their  preach- 
ing and  prayers,  the  doctrine  of  Christ  may  “ come  down 
like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass  as  showers  that  water  the 
'■earth.” 

In  all  these  efforts  there  is  one  condition  essential  to 
success.  Evangelists  must  not  go  to  preach  Dissent,  nor 
to  cause  any  anger  against  the  Anglo-Catholic  priests,  nor 
to  denounce  their  Romish  tendencies,  nor  to  provoke  any 
Sacerdotal  or  Sacramental  controversy;  but  to  save  souls 
by  preaching  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  proclaim  mercy  to  ( 
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the  poor,  to  the  weak,  to  the  sad,  to  the  guilty,  to  the 
■debased,  to  the  hardened,  to  the  lost.  They  must  go  to 
make  the  villages  of  England  echo  and  re-echo  with  this 
'good  news,  “ God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  has  given 
His  only  begotten  Son , that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
may  not  perish , but  have  everlasting  life . He  that 
believeth  in  Him  hath  everlasting  life.  By  Him  all  that 
believe  are  justified from  all  things ” And  then  to  preach 
this  life-giving  truth,  with  love  to  God,  to  Jesus,  to  saints, 
to  sinners,  to  enemies,  to  all  mankind;  with  something  of 
the  spirit  of  Him  “ Who  His  Own  Self  bore  our  sins  in 
His  Own  Body  on  the  tree,  Who  died  that  we  might  live.’* 

Five  thousand  new  Evangelists  would  form  an  era  in 
the  Christian  history  of  this  nation;  and  will  not  5,000 
•churches  easily  furnish  them  ? Are  there  not  now  5,000 
young  men  in  our  churches  working  for  Christ  who  would 
soon  be  well  fitted  to  preach  as  Evangelists  ? Evangelists, 
like  witnesses  in  a court  of  justice,  are  not  required  to  be 
learned  or  eloquent,  but  to  be  witnesses  of  facts.  As  that 
•demoniac  to  whom  Jesus  said  the  same  day  that  he  was 
rescued  from  insanity,  degradation,  and  misery,  “ Go  home 
to  thy  friends  and  tell  them  how  great  things  the  Lord 
hath  done  for  thee,’'  so  all  who  have  become  new  creatures 
through  faith  in  Jesus  can  tell  to  others  what  He  has 
done  for  them.  The  sermon  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  which 
wrought  such  wonders  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  a 
simple  testimony  to  great  facts;  and  those  who,  pardoned 
and  saved  by  faith  in  Jesus,  can  preach  Him  with  the  same 
faith  and  love,  should  go  into  all  the  parishes  of  the  land 
which  are  now  blinded  by  sacerdotal  and  ritualistic  substi- 
tutes for  the  Gospel. 

Such  Evangelists  should  not  be  the  paid  agents  of  any 
.society  or  societies,  but  voluntary  labourers  sent  forth  from 
all  the  churches  to  preach  for  a short  time  as  their 
secular  employments  may  permit.  Their  expenses  should 
be  paid,  but  they  should  receive  no  salaries,  so  that  their 
work  would  not  require  vast  sums ; and  if  from  among 
them  men  should  arise  of  great  mental  and  moral  power, 
new  Luthers  or  Calvins,  the  Lord  will  easily  provide  by 
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some  other  means  for  their  entire  consecration  to  the  work. 
Altogether,  5,000  fresh  Evangelists  sent  forth  by  the  Lord 
to  preach  Him  to  all  men,  would  cost  about  as  much  in  a 
year  as  a gambler  on  the  turf  gains  or  loses  by  a single  race 
at  Epsom.  What  one  nobleman  or  gentleman  will  pay  for 
his  pleasure  on  one  day,  the  richer  brethren  of  our  several 
denominations  will  joyfully  consecrate  in  a year  to  make 
Christ  known  to  the  millions  who  are  now  led  by  sacer- 
dotal superstitions  to  trust  in  priests  rather  than  in  Him. 

But  since  such  “ fishers  of  men”  must  need  much 
wisdom  as  well  as  zeal,  much  meekness  as  well  as  courage,, 
a faith  which  no  opposition  can  shake,  and  a love  which 
no  unkindness  can  extinguish,  God  alone  can  give  them 
the  ,power,  the  love,  and  the  sound  mind  which  they  need. 
Eor  His  grace,  which  can  render  the  Gospel  irresistible,  and 
which  can  turn  the  priests  themselves  from  their  Phari- 
saism to  become  disciples  as  humble,  loving,  and  devoted 
as  the  Apostle  Paul,  we  should  incessantly  pray.  He  is 
ready  to  help  for  we  only  seek  His  glory.  A few  may 
begin  the  work  anywhere.  One  zealous  association,  one 
group  of  brotherly  churches,  or  even  two  or  three  Christian 
friends,  sustaining  two  or  three  Evangelists,  will  not  labour 
in  vain.  But  if  God  shall  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  many 
to  combine  for  this  object,  we  may  look  for  a great  work 
of  His  grace. 

Would  it  not  be  well  that  some  leading  men  of  several 
denominations,  pastors,  deacons,  and  members,  should 
confer  with  zealous  Evangelists  who  have  had  experience* 
of  this  work  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  ? I will 
only  suggest  that  the  object  of  evangelization  should  be 
kept  entirely  apart  from  other  objects.  Those  who  combine 
for  this  work  should  not  aim  either  at  the  formation  of 
churches,  or  the  building  of  chapels,  or  at  any  kindred 
object,  but  should  seek  to  unite  the  whole  Church  of 
Christ  in  this  country  to  accomplish  His  great  command — 
“ Go  ye  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature .”  If  this 
is  done  with  faith  and  love  in  depen  dance  on  the  Spirit  of 
God,  it  will  preserve  many  from  apostacy  to  the  Church 
of  Borne;  it  will  to  a great  degree  destroy  sacerdotal  and 
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ritualistic  superstitions ; it  will  bring  many  to  peace  in 
Christ ; it  will  quicken  our  churches  to  a higher  spiritual 
life ; it  will  call  forth  probably  some  eminent  men  to 
labour  in  the  Gospel  who  would  otherwise  not  know  their 
own  powers;  it  will  unite  believers ; -.it  will  revive  reli- 
gion in  the  land ; it  will  bless  our  children’s  children ; it 
will  do  much  to  effect  a second  reformation;  and  it  will 
give  some  honour  to  Him  who  has  loved  us,  and  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood.  To  Him  be  glory 
and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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